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Ta’allum Assessments — Mark Distribution Model 2026-2027
(Secondary Years 7 - 12)

06 September 2026
Dear Parents

Please see details of the updated assessment structure at Ta’allum Academies. The increased focus on
student attendance and punctuality is also for your attention. Please note that we will provide our
students with practice materials and self-instructional resources before the mid-semester and end-of-
semester exams.

Regards,
Principal of ( ---)Academy

Calendar Dates for All Scheduled Exams

| SECONDARY KS3 (Y7-9)

Exam Dates
Mid SEM1 14 — 22 October 2026
End SEM1 09 — 17 December 2026
Mid SEM2 22 —30 March 2027
End SEM2 09 — 16 June 2027

Assessments are comprised of several components which are designed to measure each student’s attainment
and progress.

Alongside the subject based assessments (which are all paper-based and follow the relevant subject exam board
of Cambridge or Pearsons), students will also participate in:

Insights (English and Maths)

Insights is an Al adaptive digital test that provides skill-based insight into a student’s literacy, mathematical skills
and cognitive ability. It is one combined test with an average completion duration of 50 minutes and will be taken
during the EOS1 and EQS2 written exams to support progress tracking and individualised intervention. The
relevant test results will also contribute towards the overall English and Mathematics exam results in combination
with the written papers.

STAR Reader (English)

STAR Reader is an Al adaptive digital test linked to Accelerated Reader and the MyOn programme that enables a
deeper analysis of a student’s reading and comprehension ability and the support needed. It is a single test with
an average completion duration of 45 minutes and will be taken during the EOS1 and EOS2 exam periods. The
results will contribute to the final Semester English grade and the system provided reading age for each student
will be included in the reporting process.

Computing Practical
As part of the Computer Science programme, all students will sit at least one practical exam over the academic
year linked to the specific IT programmes being studied.
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EXAM SUBJECTS

Mid-Semester Exams

Standardised test — 60%

60% of the grade is determined by standardised tests. These standardised tests, in mid-semesters 1 and 2, are to
be conducted in lessons during normal school days. The rest of lessons will be dedicated to review, application
and consolidation of learning. The school will prepare an invigilation plan where different subject teachers
supervise tests for classes.

Year 7 — 9 Mid Semester Exams
Subject Test Contribution (to 60%)
Reading Exam (CIE) 30%
English Writing Exam (CIE) 30%
Written Exam (Pearsons, including IGCSE 60%
Maths module 1 focus for Y9).
Y7-8: Written Exam (Pearsons) 60%
Science Year 9: Written Exam (Separate IGCSE
modaule 1 for Biology, Chemistry and
Physics).
Reading Paper (including Grammar) 25%
Arabic Writing Paper (including Spelling) 25%
Speaking & Listening Paper/s 10%
Islamic/Qatar History/
Computer Science & Written Paper for each subject 60%
Humanities

Mid-Semester Formative Assessment/Classwork — 40% (See Appendix 1 for full rubric)

e 20% of the grade is determined by in-class assessments, conducted during the semester. These may
include short written assessments, unit tests, quizzes and in-class scored work.

e 10% of the grade is based on the work recorded in student books (copybooks/notebooks/ workbooks).
These may include practicals, oral/written presentations, investigations and smaller assignments
recorded in the students' copybooks.

e 5% of the grade is based on student participation in/contributions to class discussions and
paired/group/project work.

e In addition, 5% is contributed through homework.

Mid-Semester Mark Distribution for Examination Subjects

Secondary English and Arabic Medium Subjects:

Mid Semester | Exam Formative Assessment Homework | Total
l1and 2
Assessments 60% 35% Classwork 5% 100%
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End of Semester Exams

Standardised test — 60%

60% of the grade is determined by standardised tests. These standardised tests, for the end of semesters 1 and
2, are to be conducted per an examination timetable. The school will prepare an invigilation plan where
different subject teachers supervise tests for classes.

Year 7 — 9 End of Semester Exams
Subject Test Contribution (to 60%)
Insights English 25%
English STAR Reader 10%
Writing Exam (CIE) 25%
Insights Maths 30%
Maths Written Exam (Pearsons, including IGCSE 30%
module 1 for Y9).
Y7-8: Written Exam (Pearsons) 60%
Science Year 9: Written Exam (Separate IGCSE
module 1 for Biology, Chemistry and Physics).
Reading Paper (including Grammar) 25%
Arabic Writing Paper (including Spelling) 25%
Speaking & Listening Paper/s 10%
Islamic/Qatar History/
Computer Science & Written Paper for each subject 60%
Humanities

End of Semester Formative Assessment/Classwork — 40% (See Appendix 1 for full rubric)

e 20% of the grade is determined by in-class assessments, conducted during the semester. These may
include short written assessments, unit tests, quizzes and in-class scored work.

e 10% of the grade is based on the work recorded in student books (copybooks/notebooks/ workbooks).
These may include practicals, oral/written presentations, investigations and smaller assignments
recorded in the students' copybooks.

e 5% of the grade is based on student participation in/contributions to class discussions and
paired/group/project work.

e In addition, 5% is contributed through homework.

Formative Assessments: Mark Distribution for Examination Subjects

Secondary English and Arabic Medium Subjects:

End of Exam Formative Assessment Homework | Total
Semester 1

and 2 60% 35% Classwork 5% 100%
Assessments

Semester Report Card Mark Distribution

e Mid Semester results (40%)
e End of Semester results (60%)
e End of Year results — Semester 1 (50%) and Semester 2 (50%)
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NON-CORE SUBJECTS

e Art and PE are teacher assessed classwork/practical work against rubrics that consider learner
outcomes, participation, teamwork and skills (100%).

e The Holy Qur'an: Students’ performance in reciting and memorising the Holy Quran is assessed through
two ongoing assessments during each half semester. The weight for each assessment is 50%.

e Makarem is assessed as part of ongoing class activities against rubrics that consider learner outcomes,
teamwork and skills (60%) and practical assessment of application (40%).

o Life skills are assessed as part of ongoing class activities against rubrics that consider learner outcomes,
participation, teamwork and skills (90%), and 10% for homework.

e Project based learning outcomes may also be used, where appropriate, as an alternative to the 60%
exam contribution (for example, the Year 9 Global Perspectives Project).

SECONDARY KS4 & KS5 (Y10-12)

All external exam registration is linked to student attendance. Cambridge and Pearson Edexcel specify the
guided learning hours needed for each subject and these must be fulfilled so that students can successfully
complete the course.

To support student adherence to the attendance policy, attendance will be tracked on a weekly basis and
parents will receive regular communication (including a start of year guide). Parents and students will also be
invited to attend an important presentation in the second week of September.

Attendance Percentage Eligibility for Exam Registration

90% - 100% Automatic eligibility to register for exams for all timetabled subjects per the
pathways timeline.
80% - 89% Exam eligibility and registration will be on a subject-to-subject basis taking

into account mock results and student readiness. Should attendance fall
below 80% after exam registration, the school reserves the right to withdraw
the student without any accountability for loss of exam fees.

50% - 79% Currently ineligible for exam registration for any subject. Attendance must be
raised to at least 80% to be allowed to register and the student will be given
an individualised attendance plan.

Under 49% Ineligible for current exam registration and at high risk for having to repeat
the whole academic year. Attendance must be raised to at least 80% to be
allowed to register and 100% attendance for the remainder of the course is
needed.

Mock exam attendance

Attendance at all mock exams for timetabled subjects is mandatory, including for final Islamic exams scheduled
during these sessions —and mock attendance contributes towards exam registration eligibility in the same way as
a normal school day. During a mock session, if a student has a day without an exam, this will be registered using
the B code so that a student’s attendance is not affected.
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KS4 Mock exams are timetabled to best support a student’s external exam entry:

Year 10 Summer Session External
Exams

Year 11 Possible Oct/Nov
Session External Exams

Y11 Summer Session External
Exams

Option 1 Resits of any Y10 exams as Option 3
needed

Option 2 English as a Second Language Option 4
(with school approval only)

Arabic IGCSE Arabic AS Level

Maths Module 1

Maths — Module 2

English
(Any resits needed)

Mock results and reporting

e Mock results will be reported after each mock session.

e Exam board/subject specific grade boundaries from the previous summer/June series will be used to
calculate student grades.

e Mock results will be used to inform predicted grades for Year 12 students. A predicted grade will never
be lower than the grade achieved in a mock session but can also only be one grade higher (two grades
higher as a maximum in exceptional circumstances). Without a completed mock exam, a predicted
grade cannot be issued.

o Non-external exam subjects for Year 10 (English and Islamic) will be reported using 40% of Mock 1 and
60% of Mock 2. (For students in Years 10-12, studying and passing both Arabic and Islamic Studies is
compulsory and is a requirement for completing the equivalency of the General Secondary Education
Certificate, in accordance with the circular issued by the Ministry of Education and Higher Education
of the State of Qatar.)

e Once any external results are achieved, these are used for reporting purposes.

Mock Session 1a — Years 11-12
This will be only for students sitting early entries for Maths and/or English in October or needing to resit
Y10/Y11 external exams from the previous year.

Mock Session 1b — Years 10-12

KS4: This will be a paper 1 focused set of exams for all option subjects, Islamic, Arabic as well as Maths/English
for those that did not take during session 1a (if a student who took the exam during session 1a wants to also sit
this one so as to improve their report grade, they will be allowed to do so — a resit will also be mandatory for
students who failed their first mock exam).

KS5: This will be for all Year 12 option subjects, Islamic and Arabic.

Mock Session 2 — Years 10-12
All KS4 and KS5 students will sit their second mock exam in the period (except the ICT Practical Mock, which will
be sat in February as the external exams are in April).

Y10 Mock Session 2 - This will be a full set of exams for all option subjects and Arabic (to be sat externally in
May/June session) as well as paper 1 for English and Maths and a final Islamic/AFL exam.

Y11 Mock Session 2 - This will be all papers for all subjects yet to be sat externally, plus a final Islamic exam.
Y12 Mock Session 2 - This will be all papers for all timetabled subjects.

Year 10 End of Year Exams: To support with the reporting process, Year 10 students will resit all exams for any
subjects they have not passed internally alongside KS3 in June.
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Note: The compulsory Islamic Studies final exams will also be scheduled.

Secondary Mock Exam Summary 2026-27

Session Year Group/s Subject/s Dates
Mock 1a Year 11 (early entry) | IGCSE English SL & Maths modular 1 | Wednesday 23/9/26
Year 11/12 (resits) All resit subjects and Thursday 24/9/26

Mock 1b Years 10-12 All PAPER 1 exams for IGCSE and AS To start 6/12/2026 then
subjects (and A2 Arabic), plus a final | run alongside KS3
EOS1 Islamic exam.

Mock 2 Years 10-12 All papers for all IGCSE and AS Tuesday 16/3/27 —
subjects (and A2 Arabic), plus a final | Tuesday 30/3/2027
EOS2 Islamic exam.

EOY Year 10 All IGCSE subjects where a student Starting 9/6/27

Retakes missed mock 2 and/or did not (alongside KS3 but
achieve a passing grade overall. around any external

exams).

Please note that time for Art exam preparation will also be scheduled as part of the timetable.
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ISecondary Class Work & Homework Criteria for Marksheets (total of 40%)

To be applied using ‘best fit." For example, if a student has elements of criteria 2 and 4 then they would be awarded either 3 or 4 marks in category 3.

quality/content.

Category 2 3
1-2 — Well Below 3-4 — Below Expected
There is no Less than 25% of the Less than 50% of the 90-100% of the expected work | 100% of the expected work is | 100% of the sxpected work is
Written Work — written work expected work is expected work is present is present. The majority of this | present and all is fully presant and all is fully
10% completed. present and/or and/or complete. is fully completed. completed. Some of the completed. All of the additional
completed and there | The student’s written work | The student's classwork additional challengs challenge tasks/corrections set
X is very little demonstratss some demonstrates 2 generally tasks/corrections set have have been attempted. The
- Completion understanding of the | understanding of the topics | sound understanding of most been attemptad. student’s classwork
- Understanding topics covered. covered, although there of the topics covered, The student's classwork demonstrates z full and solid
- Effort Presentation of work may still be many although there may stillbe 3 demonstrates a sound understanding of all the topics
-  Presentation is poor (which may misconcepticns. few misconceptions. understanding of all the covered.
include poor Presentation of work Presentation shows effort and | topics covered, although The student takss exceptional
handwriting, shows a lack of pride a general sense of pride there may still be a few miner | pride in their work, often going
titles/dates no {which may include {which includes titles/dates misconceptions related to the | beyond expectation to improve
present, worksheets | titles/dates present but not | ahways present and more challenging concepts. the quality of the work
not stuck in}). always underlined, variable | underlined, legible The student cleady takes produced, j,g redrafting.
handwriting compared to handwriting that is often the pride in their copybook and
the student’s best, student’s best, worksheets zll | has ensured thatitis their
worksheets not stuck in). stuckin). best at zll times.
Participation — 5% | The student The student is very The student is usually The student is able to The student is keen to The student is keen to
does not passive during lessons | passive during lessons and | voluntarily participate in participate during class participate during class
- Class actively and often will not only contributes when discussions. Thers may be discussions and contributions | discussion and is able to
S RSSion partcipate contribute to class directly callad upon. The some occasions of are mostly correct/show contribute ideas/answers that
o Pt during lessons. | discussions, even student will participate in contributing out of turn. The understanding. The student demonstrate insight/extended
when called upon. paired/group work, but student works well during participates in pair/group understanding. The student is
= Gro.up wark The student may be verbal contributions are paired/group work. work with enthusiasm. willing to tzke on a leadership
- Projectwork reluctant to join in often limited. and/or supportive role during
paired/group pair/group work.
activities.
Assessment for 0 marks 1-2 marks 3-4 marks 5-6 marks 7-8 marks S-10 marks
Learning — 20% The student In class Assessment In class Assessment for In class Assessment for In class Assessment for In class Assessment for Learning
S e has not ) for Learning task Learning task/test scores Lezrning task/test scores Learning task/test scores task/test scores average
= Unittests participsted in | scores average at average between 30-45%. average between 50-68%. average between 70-85%. between 50-100%.
WS unit tests/ lower than 29%.
¥ formatve
assessment.
Homework — 5% Does not Has completed very Has completed most Completes all homework, Completes all homework and | Always completes all homework
complete little homework. homework but this may be | although timeliness and/or it is generally to a good to 3 high quality and submits on
homework. late and/or of poor quality levels may be varisble. | standard and on time. time.
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